CHAPTER 6 — THE
CHALLENGTLELS OF
CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Class 12 Sociology




1. COMMUNITY IDENTITY —
IMPORTANCE

Every individual needs a stable sense of identity to understand
who they are, how they are different from others, and where
they belong. Community provides us with language, cultural
values and ways of understanding the world. Community
identity is generally ascriptive — based on birth and
belonging rather than acquired achievement. Our identities
develop through overlapping circles of family, kinship, caste,
ethnicity, language, region and religion. Since community
identities are emotionally powerful, people may react strongly
when they feel that their community identity is threatened.

3. STATE

A state is an abstract entity consisting of political and legal
institutions that claim control over a particular geographical
territory and the people living in it. According to Max Weber,
the state claims a monopoly over the legitimate use of force
within its territory.

2. NATION

A nation is a large-scale community — essentially a
community of communities. Members of a nation share the
desire to belong to the same political collectivity. This
desire for political unity often expresses itself through the
aspiration to form a state.

4. NATION-STATE

Nations are communities that have a state of their own; hence
the terms nation and state are combined as nation-state.
There is no necessary or historically fixed relationship between
a nation and a state. A modern nation-state therefore has to
decide how the state will accommodate the different
communities and identities existing within it.
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5. INDIA AS A NATION-STATE / STATE-NATION

India is one of the world’s most socially and culturally diverse societies. Its diversity includes differences of language,

religion, caste, ethnicity and region. India does not fit neatly into either the assimilationist or integrationist model. The
Indian Constitution recognises diversity and provides constitutional protection to different religious, linguistic and cultural
identities. Therefore, India is better understood through the idea of a “state-nation”, where different identities can coexist

Policy of Assimilation

Attempts to create one common
cultural identity by eroding differences
between communities. The dominant
group's cultural values and norms are
generally treated as the common
national values. Non-dominant groups
may be expected to give up or suppress
their distinct cultural practices.

Example: Making the dominant
group's language and cultural
practices the standard for everyone.

within one political framework.

Policy of Integration

Allows different cultural identities to
continue in the private sphere but
expects a common national culture in
the public and political sphere.

Thus, cultural differences are not
necessarily completely erased, but they
are pushed away from public life.

Both assimilation and integration
ultimately assume the idea of a single
national identity.

India — Neither Assimilation
nor Integration

India has rejected the assimilationist
model from the beginning. Although
national integration is an important
objective, India has not followed the
strict integrationist model either.

Religion, language and cultural
identities have not been completely
removed from the public sphere.
India therefore attempts to maintain
national unity while accommodating
cultural diversity.

| savvy.maam |




6. REGIONALISM IN
INDIA

Regionalism in India is rooted in the country's
diversity of languages, cultures, tribes and
religions. It is strengthened when particular
identities are geographically concentrated in
specific regions. A feeling of regional deprivation
can also encourage regionalism.

Indian federalism has played an important role
In accommodating regional aspirations.

Nagpur Linguistic
Congress — principle
1920 recognised

Linguistic Reorganisation of States

During the national movement, the Indian National Congress itself
was reorganised on linguistic lines in the 1920s. At the Nagpur
session of 1920, the Congress accepted the linguistic principle for
reorganising its provincial units.

After Independence, however, the leadership initially hesitated to
reorganise states on linguistic lines because of concerns about
national unity. Popular demands for linguistic states continued.

The States Reorganisation Commission (SRC) was eventually formed,
and its recommendations were implemented on 1 November 1956.

Linguistic reorganisation helped accommodate regional and linguistic
identities within the Indian Union rather than suppressing them.

Post- Reorganisation
Independence SRC implemented
demands in 1956

Key idea: Recognition of linguistic identities did not necessarily weaken India;
accommodation of these identities helped strengthen national unity.

| savvy.maam |




7. MAJORITY AND MINORITY IN INDIA

Majority Minority
A majority is not simply a
numerical category. In
questions of cultural
diversity, the majority is
generally the socially
dominant group, often
possessing greater
numerical or political
power.

In sociology, minority status
involves more than being
numerically smaller. A
minority usually refers to a
relatively small and
disadvantaged group that
also possesses a sense of
collective identity and
belonging. Thus, a
numerically small group is
not automatically a
sociological minority.

Feature of
Minorities
Relatively smaller

or disadvantaged
position.

Feature of
Minorities
May face
disadvantages in

social, political or
economic power,

3. UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Indian nationalism developed around an inclusive vision that recognised India’s diversity and plurality. A strong and democratic
nation cannot depend upon forcing every community to adopt one cultural identity. Unity can instead be maintained through
constitutional protection, recognition of differences, democratic participation and institutional accommodation. India’s
experience shows that people can maintain both their cultural identity and national identity. Thus, national cohesion does not
require the suppression of diversity; it can be strengthened by accommodating multiple and complementary identities.

[/ | =

-
L = —

Feature of
Minorities
May experience
prejudice and
discrimination.

Feature of
Minorities
Experience of
discrimination can
strengthen intra-
group loyalty.
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Feature of
Develop a strong
sense of group
solidarity and
belonging.
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Feature of A
Minorities ;

Minority identity
can therefore

become an important
source of collective

mobilisation.
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Meaning Indian Understanding
Communalism refers to aggressive chauvinism The Indian understanding of secularism does not
based on religious identity. It treats one’s own mean that religion must completely disappear
religious group as the legitimate or superior from public life. The state recognises the existence
group and views other groups as inferior or of different religions while maintaining equal
opposed. In the Indian/South Asian context, respect and constitutional freedom for them.
communalism is therefore understood as an _
aggressive political ideology linked with religion. Western Understanding

di In the Western understanding, secularism is
Indian Context more closely associated with the separation of
Communalism is not simply the existence of religion and the state.
different religions. The problem arises when _
religious identity becomes the basis of political Key Difference |
mobilisation and conflict. Western model - greater separation of religion from the state |

Indian model = equal recognition/protection of different

{N religions while maintaining a secular state 3
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11 STATE AND CIVIL SOCIETY

Democracy

People elect their representatives and enjoy political and
civil rights.

Civil Society
Civil society refers to organisations and associations formed by
citizens outside the direct control of the state. They can raise
public issues, represent interests and put pressure on the state to
respond to people's concerns. Civil society therefore acts as an
important mechanism through which citizens participate in public
life and demand accountability.

12. RIGHT TO INFORMATION — RTI

Authoritarianism

People have little or no effective voice in gfuvernance. Those in

power are not adequately accountable to the people.

/" Features / Importance of Civil Society R

« |tis independent of direct state control.

It is not simply a profit-making commercial organisation.

It can include NGOs, associations, movements and other citizen
organisations.

It helps bring people’s concerns into the public sphere.

It can act as a check on state power.

It becomes particularly important when the state is affected by
corruption, inefficiency or lack of responsiveness.

How did RTI emerge?

The movement for the Right to Information began with an a%itatinn in rural Rajasthan demanding access to information about government funds

spent on village development. The campaign demonstrated

ow ordinary citizens and civil society organisations could demand transparency and

accountability from the state. Despite resistance from the bureaucracy, the campaign expanded into a nationwide movement. It eventually
resulted in the government passing the Right to Information Act, 2005.

RTT Act, 2005 — Kez Points

Gives citizens the right to seek information from public authorities. Citizens can as

for information concerning government functioning and the use

of public funds. Citizens can demand copies of official documents. It strengthens transparency and accountability in government. It is an
important example of how civil society action can influence the state and bring institutional change. The Act primarily concerns public
authorities/government, rather than private commercial organisations.

Public

Core Link Mobilisation

Civil Society

Demand for
Transparency

- U

RTI Act, 2005 Greater State
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B. Long Answer Questions | Q1. Explain the relationship between community identity, nation and
state. How does India manage the diversity of identities within a common political framework?

Answer: Community identity gives individuals a sense of belonging through shared language, culture, religion, region, traditions and other
social characteristics. It is often an ascribed identity, as people are generally born into communities and acquire their cultural values through
socialisation. A nation is a large community whose members aspire to political unity, often through the formation of a state. A state, on the
other hand, consists of political and legal institutions governing a territory and its people. According to Max Weber, the state claims a monopoly

over the legitit numerous linguistic, religious, regional and cultural communities. Instead of completely eliminating these identities, the Indian
political system has attempted to accommodate diversity while maintaining national unity. Constitutional protections, federalism and linguistic
reorganisation are important examples of this approach.

Q2. Compare the policies of assimilation and integration. Why can India be described as following
neither model in a strict sense?

Answer: Assimilation seeks to create one common culture by reducing or eliminating cultural differences. The dominant culture generally
becomes the standard that other groups are expected to adopt. Integration allows communities to retain aspects of their cultural identity,
particularly in private life, but expects a common national culture and identity in the public sphere.

India does not strictly follow either model. Indian society is highly diverse, and the state has generally recognised and accommodated different | ey
languages, religions and cultural identities rather than demanding their complete disappearance. Linguistic reorganisation of states is a major
example of this accommodation. Thus, India attempts to combine national unity with the continued existence of diverse identities.
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Q3. Explain the significance of linguistic reorganisation of states in India.

How did it help in managing regional diversity?

Answer: Language became an important basis of regional identity in India. The Indian National Congress had already

accepted the linguistic principle for reorganising its provincial units at the Nagpur session of 1920. After Independence, the
national leadership initially feared that linguistic states might encourage regionalism and threaten national unity.
However, popular movements demanding linguistic states continued. The States Reorganisation Commission (SRC) was
subsequently established, and the reorganisation of states was implemented in 1956.

Linguistic reorganisation demonstrated that regional identities could be accommodated rather than suppressed. It
allowed people to maintain their linguistic and cultural identity while remaining part of the Indian Union. Thus,
recognition of regional aspirations could actually contribute to national integration.

Q4. What is the difference between majority and minority incity in the

sociological context? How can unity in diversity be maintained in India?

Answer: The majority-minority distinction is not simply about numerical strength. A minority may also be characterised by
social disadvantage, limited political influence, discrimination and a distinct sense of collective identity. India contains
numerous religious, linguistic and cultural communities. Maintaining unity therefore requires more than imposing the
culture of the majority on everyone else. Unity can be strengthened through constitutional protection, equal citizenship,
democratic participation, recognition of cultural differences and accommodation of regional and community aspirations. The
Indian experience shows that people can simultaneously possess strong community identities and a broader Indian

national identity. Therefore, unity does not require the disappearance of diversity.
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Q5. What is communalism? How is it different from secularism, and why is
secularism important in a culturally diverse society like India?

Answer: Communalism is an aggressive form of religious identity in which one religious community is presented as superior
. oritsinterests are treated as fundamentally opposed to those of other communities. In India, communalism is particularly
significant because religious identities can become connected with political mobilisation. Secularism provides an
alternative framework for managing religious diversity. In the Indian context, it does not simply mean removing religion
from public life. Rather, it involves equal respect and protection for different religions within the constitutional framework.
Secularism is therefore important because it allows people to maintain their religious identities while sharing common
citizenship. It helps prevent religious differences from becoming a basis for political exclusion, discrimination and conflict.

Q6. Explain the relationship between civil society and the state with reference

to the Right to Information Act, 2005.

Answer: The state consists of political and legal institutions that exercise authority over a territory and its people. Civil society
consists of organisations, associations and movements outside the direct control of the state through which citizens articulate their
interests and demand accountability. The Right to Information movement began with demands by people in rural Rajasthan for
access to government records concerning development expenditure. The movement showed how citizens could use collective action to
demand transparency from government institutions. This movement eventually contributed to the enactment of the Right to Information
Act, 2005. The Act gives citizens the right to seek information from public authorities and obtain official documents, thereby
increasing transparency and accountability. Thus, the RTI movement is an important example of how civil society can challenge the ’
. lack of transparency of the state and contribute to institutional change. A |
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)T— A. MCQs — Competitive/Concept-Based 7 ;_.,(

1. The decision to reorganise Indian 2. Which situation most clearly
states largely on linguistic lines reflects the sociological distinction
lines can be interpreted as an between a minority and merely a -

attempt to: numerically smaller group? 7
(a) Eliminate regional identities (a) A group has fewer members but enjoys :
\f/ (b) Accommodate cultural diversity within 2 equal social and political power. S
{ the national framework (b) A group is numerically smaller and also
(c) Promote cultural assimilation v g?spc??rﬁ?ﬁai?oiomal disadvantage and
- - & i 4
) ERESUETadmn T Rag U ESal N (c) A group lives in a different geographical
region.

/ = (d) A group follows customs different from

Answer: (b) Accommodate cultural diversity fite majonty.

within the national framework Answer: (b) A group is numerically smaller and
also experiences social disadvantage and «
discrimination.
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Y’} A. MCQs — Competitive/Concept-Based

3. A government allows different
communities to retain their cultural
practices while encouraging a

common national identity in public
life. This approach most closely
resembles:

(a) Assimilation
{/ (b) Integration
(c) Communalism
/ (d) Regionalism

“ y

Answer: (b) Integration

4. Which of the following best |
explains why India cannot be

understood simply through the -
assimilation model? ]

(a) India has no common national
identity.

g (b) India has attempted to accommodate R

different linguistic, religious and

5 cultural identities. p

(c) India does not have a state.

(d) Regional identities have been
completely suppressed.

Answer: (b) India has attempted to
accommodate different linguistic, religious
and cultural identities.
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A. MCQs — Competitive/Concept-Based 7\

5. Which development most directly 6. Which of the following represents
demonstrates the role of civil society communalism rather than simply
in making the state accountable? religious diversity? j
A
(a) People belonging to different religions
practising their faiths freely -

(a) Formation of political parties /

(b) Different religious communities

/ +/ (b) Right to Information movement participating in public life
(c) Linguistic diversity / (c) Political mobilisation based on the
5 . _ belief that one religious community’s
,jf (d) Religious pluralism interests are opposed to another’s
\/. (d) Constitutional protection of religious
freedom
Answer: (b) Right to Information movement Answer: (c) Political mobilisation based on the
b belief that one religious community’s interests
\{ are opposed to another’s
_\ [
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7. Which statement best captures the Indian understanding of secularism?

(a) Religion must be completely absent from public life.
(b) The state should favour the majority religion.

7 (c) Different religions should receive equal respect and protection within the
constitutional framework.

(d) Religious communities should have separate states.

Answer: (c) Different religions should receive equal respect and protection within the
constitutional framework.

l

End of Chapter 6 — The Challenges T ,«%
of Cultural Diversity. L D g
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