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Chapter 1: Political Theory — An
Infroduction

Human beings are unigue because of:
» Reasoning — We can think logically.

» Language — We can express and
exchange ideas.



Political Theory is the systematic study of polifical
ideqas, values and principles that shape socio-
polifical life.

It mainly revolves around values such as:
‘Freedom

Equality

Justice

It explains the meaning, importance and
application of these values.

Objective:
To help citizens think logically about political issues
and understand political events.



Political Theory studies:

Political ideas

Political values

Political principles

‘Political institutions

Political change and development

Examples:
‘Democracy
‘Freedom
‘Equality
-Justice



Politics
People have different ideas about politics.

Polifics is the process through which people:
*Discuss public issues

Debate different opinions

Negotiate with one another

‘Take collective decisions for society

Its aim Is to promote social development and
solve common problems.



Politics in Practice
Politics can be viewed in two ways:

1. Politics as Public Service
*Works for public welfare.
Solves people’s problems.
Promotes the common good.

2. Politics as Self-interest
Used for personal gain.
‘\ncludes manipulation, corruption or scams.

Remember: Polifics itself is not bad. This is only a
wrong interpretation. Politics is an essenftial part of
society.



Decision-Making in Society
Every society needs decisions regarding:

«Government
LaWS
Development
Public welfare

These decisions are taken by considering the
needs and interests of different people.



Political Theory is not limited to books.
1T helps us:

‘Understand political ideas.

Apply them in real life.

‘|nterpret concepts differently in different
situations.

Example:
Mahatma Gandhi explained freedom as Swaraqj

(Self-rule).

Different thinkers may interpret concepts like
freedom and equality differently depending on
the context.



1. Helps in Future Careers

Useful for:
Civil Servants
«Judges

e Activists
*Polificians
Bureaucrafts



2. Helps us Become Responsible
Citizens

It develops an understanding of:
Polifical ideas

o|nstitutions

«Government

Soclety




3. Political Values are Part of Everyday Life

Values such as:
Freedom
Equality
«Secularism

« Justice

are not abstract ideas; they influence our
daily lives.



4. Improves Critical Thinking

Political Theory teaches us to:

*Think systematically

*Form our own opinions

Parficipate in debates and discussions
‘Make informed decisions

‘Work for the common good

Final Line

Political Theory helps us understand politics
scientifically, think critically about public issues, and
become informed and responsible citizens.






1. Political Theory mainly deals with the study of:

A.Naftfural resources
B. Political ideas, values and principles
C. Economic development only
D. Scientific discoveries

2. Which of the following is NOT a core value discussed
in Political Theory?

A. Freedom

B. Equality

C. Justice

D. Profit
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1. What is Political Theory? Explain its objective. (3/5 Marks)
Answer:

Political Theory is the study of political ideas, concepts, values, and
principles such as freedom, equality, justice, rights, and democracy.
It helps us understand how governments and societies should
function.

Objectives of Political Theory:

*To understand important political concepts and values.

*To explain how governments and political institutions work.

*To examine whether laws and policies are fair and just.

*To develop critical thinking about political issues.

*To help citizens participate responsibly in democracy.



2. What do we study in Political Theory? (3/5 Marks)

Answer:

In Political Theory, we study:

Political concepts like Freedom, Equality, Justice, Rights, and
Democracy.

*The role and functions of the State and Government.

Different political ideologies and ideas.

*Rights and duties of citizens.

Political institutions and decision-making.

«Current political issues and how political ideas are applied in real
life.

Political Theory helps us understand both political ideas and their
practical application.



3. Explain the meaning of Politics. How is politics an important part of
society? (5 Marks)

Answer:

Politics is the process through which people make decisions, resolve
conflicts, and govern society. It involves the distribution of power and
resources among people.

Importance of Politics:

It helps in making laws and public policies.

[t maintains peace, order, and security in society.

|t protects the rights and freedoms of citizens.

|t resolves conflicts through discussion and democratic methods.

[t encourages people to participate in the governance of the country
through voting and public debate.

Thus, politics affects every aspect of our daily life and is essential for the
smooth functioning of society.



4. What is meant by 'Political Theory in Practice'? Explain with
an example. (3/5 Marks)

Answer:

Political Theory in Practice means applying political ideas and
principles in real-life situations.

Political Theory is not limited to books; it guides governments in
making laws and policies based on values like justice, equality,
and freedom.

Example:

The Right to Education Act reflects the political value of
equality by providing free and compulsory education to
children. This shows how political ideas are implemented In
practice.



5. Why should we study Political Theory? Explain any four reasons. (5
Marks)

Answer:

We should study Political Theory because:

1.Develops Political Awareness — |t helps us understand polifics,
government, and public policies.

2.Promotes Critical Thinking — It encourages us to question and evaluate
political decisions logically.

3.Protects Democratic Values - It feaches the importance of freedom,
equality, justice, and citizens' rights.

4.Creates Responsible Citizens — It helps people participate actively in
democracy by voting, discussing issues, and fulfilling their duties.
Conclusion:

Political Theory enables citizens to understand political life, make
informed decisions, and contribute to building a just and democratic
society.



